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Jan. 11: Police reported that about 300 Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels attacked an army
patrol in the Nuevo San Martin area, Upper Huallaga Valley, on the evening of Jan. 10, killing at
least six soldiers. The remaining 14 soldiers were reported missing. Jan. 13: According to a police
report released in Lima, Sendero Luminoso rebels stopped a bus carrying 72 passengers between
Ayacucho and Andahuaylas on Jan. 12. They singled out two foreigners, Stephane Marino and
Christelle Berthelot, both in their early 20s, and shot them by the side of the road. Officials say
Senderistas are believed to have killed most of the 10 other foreigners known to have been slain in
the last year. The foreigners included a US journalist, two French aid workers, and several European
tourists. Peru's major tourist destinations Lima, Cuzco and Machu Picchu are generally considered
safe. Tourism to remote areas has plummeted. In December, the International Potato Center signed
agreements to move high altitude research from Peru's highlands to Ecuador. As a security measure,
scientists have also duplicated the Center's gene plasma bank, formally known as the World Potato
Collection. In recent months, Sendero Luminoso guerrillas twice attacked Center installations
near Huancayo. Following an attack resulting in the death of the center's security chief, all foreign
researchers have moved to Center headquarters in Lima. Deputy director of the Center, Jose Valle
Riestra, told the New York Times: "Now our scientists go to Huancayo on short notice and return
quickly, preferably in the same day." Patrick Gallard, a French agricultural development worker
who coordinates an informal association of foreign aid groups in Peru, told the Times: "There is a
general withdrawal of foreign aid workers from the countryside to Lima and to the major cities."
Gallard said that only one foreign aid group, from Austria, decided to leave Peru in 1989. Gallard
said that most groups were reorienting their activities from rural development projects, to providing
food and other emergency assistance to residents of urban slums. "More than half of the aid workers
are now in Lima. Many aid workers only make very short visits to the countryside. I know several
who go with bodyguards," he said. The Ford Foundation has nearly completed the relocation of
its US citizen personnel from Lima to New York City, where the Foundation is headquartered.
Federico Kauffmann Doig, a leading Peruvian archaeologist, told the Times: "The numbers of
foreign archaeologists working in the sierra has dropped off sharply. Most of them are now working
on the coast." (Basic data from AP, 01/11/90; New York Times, 01/15/90)
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